MEDIA RELEASE
ADMIRAL DE SAUMAREZ TRUST
ANNOUNCES MAJOR PLANS FOR DELANCEY PARK

9th August 2010 – The Admiral de Saumarez Trust today announced a major
development project for the regeneration of Delancey Park.
The Trust is Guernsey’s first Corporate & Social Responsibility Trust and its Trustees
are pleased to announce the focus of its first project as the development of Delancey
Park at Mont Morin, St Sampson.
The Trust aims to move forward with this project thanks to contributions from local
individuals and business sponsors, who are combining resources for the benefit of the
community. Masterplans for the enhancement of Delancey Park were submitted on 28th
July 2010 to the States of Guernsey Environment Department for ‘Outline Permission’ by
the current lessees, the States of Guernsey Culture and Leisure Department. The 16.87
acre site is owned by St Sampson’s Douzaine and the Trust is acting as a facilitator to
provide the framework for the regeneration scheme. The Trust is looking for corporate
sponsors to help realise the below 18 projects:
REGENERATION OF DELANCEY PARK FOR THE COMMUNITY
* A Playground for infants and young children located at the south end of the Park,
close to the café will enable parents to supervise their children whilst enjoying a coffee
with friends. The outdoor play equipment area will include traditional fixed playframes
and the latest popular natural play toys, designed to be suitable for children of all
abilities. Each of the play areas will be designed to suit the targeted age range,
encourage the development of balance and coordination skills and promote social
interaction. The current designs are based around a nautical theme, with a ship and
aquatic animals incorporated into the Park’s overall maritime theme. It will be
manufactured to the highest standards, giving parents peace of mind, and will also be
easy to maintain and vandalism resistant. (10 & 11)
* Areas specially planted to attract wildlife - information boards will act to educate
visitors and promote the conservation of our local wildlife. Specially selected wildlife
habitats, such as bird, bee and butterfly boxes and hedgehog-itats should further
encourage insects and other animals. It is hoped that local children and organisations
will take ownership of these areas and develop them further, perhaps adding bird
feeders and other items to support vulnerable species. (08)
* Extreme Sports skatepark for youth groups. (02)
* Adult outdoor fitness area sponsored by Kings Life - with state of the art
movement-powered training machines and fixed equipment, including innovatively
designed sit-up benches and push-up bars. The range of equipment available will
enable different parts of the body to be targeted for strength-building and will also give

the opportunity to develop fitness through a cardio workout. The aim is for the equipment
to complement the activities already possible in the park. (13)
* Rotary Garden - a project initiated, funded and organised by the Rotary Club of
Guernsey and Rotary Guernesiais, with additional funding from Floral Guernsey. It has
been designed to provide a wonderful viewing opportunity across the Little Russell,
along with woodland walks down to the lower level, where people can enjoy exotic flora,
a sensory garden experience with wind grasses and scented plants and a further
opportunity to just sit and chill-out. (06)
* A kitchen garden will enable College of Further Education students to grow fruit,
vegetables and other produce. The aim is to incorporate raised beds to encourage
special needs students to participate, increasing their feeling of independence and
fulfilment. (09)
* Potential for a cafeteria with stunning views southwards of Town and the islands. (07)
* Restoration of the existing Gun Battery. Sponsored by the Set Sail Trust, the gun
battery originally housed two 18 pounder canons. The work will involve the clearance of
vegetation, removal of graffiti and the repair of any damaged areas of the inner and
outer walls. In addition, the bench which has suffered damage will be replaced by one
made of recycled plastic with a commemorative plaque. (14)
* The WW11 bunkers, which were all linked at one time, may be restored to their
original state (05).
* An Archaeological Excavation of the Dolmen/ Neolithic Burial Chamber by The
Clifton Antiquarian Club to confirm whether the site is a gallery grave, as found on
Jersey, as its excavator Dr Nash suspects. This has already been made possible
through the assistance of the Admiral de Saumarez Trust, as will be mentioned later in
more detail. (03)
* Refurbishment of changing rooms adjacent to the football pitch to improve facilities
for all the park users, including and possibly providing further storage for the Velo Club
and groundsman (18)
* Conservation of the Park’s biodiversity through landscaping and planting and
developing the woodland areas for keen walkers. From pre-application discussions with
the Planners at the States’ Environment Department it was clear they felt strongly about
retaining sight lines from the Monument along the four compass points, but particularly
those along the north-south axis. Therefore, The Trust feels it is important to incorporate
this feature into the plans, which may involve clearing trees and other vegetation in
some areas, but reinstating an Avenue of Trees which suffered damage (from disease
and vandalism over the years.
* It is hoped the laying of new paths will improve the park’s accessibility and attract
more visitors to enjoy all the Park has to offer. (15 & 16)
* The addition of a cycle track was included due to feedback received during
consultation with The Velo Club, who regularly use the park for training and races. We
are working in partnership with them to improve facilities to enhance their experience of
using the Park for such activities. (17)

* Increase of car parking to 70 spaces with improved bike parking facilities. (01)

Deputy Mike O’Hara, Minister, Culture and Leisure Department says “Our
department is very pleased to support the Trust and the St. Sampson’s Douzaine in their
imaginative ambitions for the Park. Not only is it great to see that the Monument will be
re-built commemorating the importance of Admiral de Saumarez in the island’s maritime
history but the facilities which will be provided or improved will benefit the wider local
community across all ages”.
These projects will be developed in phases with the proposals, supported by St
Sampson’s Douzaine and Culture & Leisure Dept., remain subject to planning approval
and local community consultation.
Some projects have already commenced, such as the Archaeological Excavation of the
Dolmen in June 2010. Although there had been previous studies, this was the first time
the large stones had been lifted and the contents in the earth beneath explored. The dig
proved to be useful in discovering more about the site, which is now believed to be a
gallery grave. Some small bits of pottery, flints and features were uncovered, warranting
further works to reveal more of the site’s secrets.
Subject to resources, the Trust aims to start work later this year on the next projects.
The Trust aims to listen to what the public wants, so have met with existing park users to
gain their input and also seek to enhance use for the likes of the Velo and Athletic Clubs
while providing for Extreme Sports schemes. The plans also seek to encourage wider
use in terms of play for all ages, relaxation and recreation use, as well as fitness for
adults.
Alex Rodger, Chairman of Trustees said “We are involving the local community in the
Park design and have already taken on board advice from existing users as well as
Parents Groups, Police, Church and Education establishments nearby. By providing
appropriate facilities we hope people will take pride in the Park and it will become self
protecting”.
Charles Billson, Trustee and Chairman of The Long Port Group commented: “I’m
proud that my team and I have had the opportunity to be involved in driving forward this
community-led regeneration initiative. I hope the project kick-starts revitalisation of the
whole area and fosters a greater sense of community-ownership of this beautiful and
historically-rich piece of Guernsey’s heritage.”
The Monument - built by the people for the people.
Admiral de Saumarez’s importance as the key figure in Guernsey’s maritime history will
also be recognised in the regeneration of an original 19th century monument. The first
1876 monument, was built through funding raised by the local community – so the
present day Trust is hoping to achieve this in the same way.
Alex Rodger continues “The Island could pay no better tribute than the reconstruction of
the monument in a modern and iconic style, so it is a key part of the Delancey Park

regeneration”. The obelisk, destroyed in the Occupation will be reproduced but with a
stainless steel cladding rather than granite. The Monument (04) will once again become
a landmark of which the community can be proud. The construction will be led by RG
Falla, a major sponsor of the Trust. Local suppliers will be used although some off island
specialist supply will be necessary to work on the structure.
Building works should take a maximum of 16 weeks and the aim is to complete the build
by the Spring of 2011.
Communication and Sponsorship
Input from the community is being sought via a website www.trustgsy.com from noon on
Monday 9th August, while the plans will also be on display for a period at Beau Sejour.
Added to that residents of St Sampson will receive a leaflet detailing the plans later in
the month via the Douzaine.
Alex Rodger explains “The Trust is a facilitator and is seeking to work with a number of
partners/sponsors to deliver this project. We hope that publication of these plans will
encourage wider participation in the Park’s development as well as attracting additional
sponsors. Support both financial and by way of resources will be necessary if this project
and other regeneration projects sought by the community are to be realised”
About the Admiral de Saumarez Trust
The Admiral De Saumarez Trust aims to plot a course for a better future through
Guernsey regeneration projects. It is Guernsey’s first corporate and social responsibility
trust, which aims to take advantage of the island’s community spirit - one of Guernsey’s
greatest strengths. As many businesses and individuals are discovering, being able to
give something back to our island Home is both rewarding and worthwhile. The Trust’s
programme of land-wide regeneration projects has already secured the support of a
number of the island’s leading organisations.
The following companies and individuals have demonstrated a commitment to Guernsey and its
people through sponsorship of the Trust’s work: AFR Advocates, Blue Diamond Group,
Butterfield Bank, Collas Day, Cresswell Cuttle & Dyke, Deutsche Bank, Du Putron Fund
Management, Garenne Group Limited, HSBC, Island Insurance, Long Port, Lloyds TSB, Northern
Trust, RBS International, Rothschilds and The Partnership Advertising & Marketing Agency.
Other sponsors include Lord Eric de Saumarez and other generous individuals.
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For more information, please contact The Partnership on 700070.

